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Sandhills Prairie Refuge Association sandhillspra@gmail.com
Fwd: Sandhills Prairie Refuge Association February 2017 Newsletter
April 7, 2017 at 2:41 PM
Taylor Tench ttench@refugeassociation.org

Taylor,
Here is our most recent newsletter. It is done in Mailchimp. Please add it to the newsletter section of Refuge Friends Connect. If you like, I can add
you to the mailing list to get the newsletter.
let me know if you need anything else.
Mark Lindvall
President
Sandhill Prairie Refuge Association
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Mark Lindvall
526 Elenora Drive
Valentine, NE 69201
402-389-1843
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-Sandhills Prairie Refuge Association
39983 Refuge Road
Valentine, NE 69201
sandhillspra@gmail.com

February 2017 Newsletter
The Board of Directors met this month and made an annual plan of operations.
There are 18 projects and we could use both volunteer help and donations to
get the work done. A short description of the projects follows. Please look
through the list and contact us if you can help out.

Open House for the Valentine NWR Aquatic Habitat Program (upper left) The
projects to improve water control structures, control carp movements, and
improve the refuge fishing lakes are almost completed. We will host an open
house where we will provide a cookout and visit several of the water control
structures. Refuge and Game and Parks staff will be our guides and explain
how things work and answer questions that you may have. We need volunteer
cooks. Budget $250
National Trail Day (upper right) On June 3 join us as we will celebrate National
Trails day with a guided hike along the Niobrara River Canyon and a visit to the
site of Casterlines Bar. We will send out news releases and an e-mail with
more information as the date gets nearer. Budget $0
Trout in the Classroom (lower left) Students in a local school will raise trout
from eggs to fingerlings while learning about water quality, stream habitats, and
fish biology. There is a start up cost of about $1,000 for the tank, filter, chiller,
and other supplies. Game and Parks supplies eggs and fish food. We have

and other supplies. Game and Parks supplies eggs and fish food. We have
budgeted $500 and hope to get donations to cover the remainder of the cost.
Fort Falls Trail Rehab (lower right) Working with refuge staff we will replace the
deteriorated asphalt with a concrete walkway. We will need volunteers to help
tear out the asphalt, set forms, and pour the concrete. Budget $2,000.

Student Conservation Association Volunteer (upper left) We will enter into an
agreement to host an SCA volunteer to do weed mapping and control at
Valentine NWR. We will pay a stipend to the student and be reimbursed for the
cost out of grazing receipts. Budget $0 reimbursed
Aquatic Habitat Improvement (upper right) We provided a letter of support and
a $150 pledge for this. Carp in Valentine NWR lakes negatively impact water
quality and vegetation that provides food for waterfowl and other birds. The
Nebraska Environmental Trust has approved a grant and additional grant funds
from the North American Wetlands Conservation Act are pending. Funds will be
used install carp barriers and improve berms separating refuge lakes. Budget
$150.
New Leaflet Boxes (lower left) Gary White has volunteered to build 5 new

leaflet dispensers for Valentine NWR. They will replace damaged and poor
boxes at refuge entrances. The new design is more weather proof. Budget
$100.
Public Lands Day (lower right) On Public Lands Day, September 30, we will get
together and make repairs to the nature trail at the Marsh Lakes Overlook on
Valentine NWR. We need volunteers to repair the trail side boards and clear
vegetation along the trail. Budget $0

Lt. Cherry Interpretive Sign (upper left) We will design and pay for fabrication
of an interpretive display featuring information about Lt. Cherry, a soldier at Ft.
Niobrara for whom our county is named. Budget $300.
KVSH Radio Spots (upper left) KVSH Radio has generously offered to host
radio spots on the history of Ft. Niobrara NWR, Old Fort Niobrara, and the
activities of the Sandhills Prairie Refuge Association. KVSH will arrange for

activities of the Sandhills Prairie Refuge Association. KVSH will arrange for
sponsors and we will get a chance to let the community know who we are and
what we do. Budget $0.
Funds for Staffing the Visitor Center (lower left) Vanessa will be coming back
this summer and staffing the Fort Niobrara Visitor Center. Vanessa greets
visitors, answers their questions, runs the Junior Refuge Manager educational
activity, and sells items in our gift store. Budget $2,000
New Signs (lower left) For the second year, we will provide funds to replace
worn signs like this one. Signs are often the first impression and new ones will
help with this. Budget $2,000

Blue Goose Passports. We will purchase the updated passports. Visitors can
purchase these small books that have a page for each National Wildlife
Refuge. Visitors can then get an ink stamp on the page at each refuge they
visit. Budget $125
Refuge Patch. We will design and purchase a refuge patch to award to
children who complete the Junior Refuge Manager Program. The children
complete a variety of fun and educational activities and are awarded the patch
and a free membership to our friends group. Budget $500
Annual Members Meeting. We will hold our annual members meeting in the
fall. We will have a guest speaker who will talk on a historical or natural history
subject. Election of officers will also take place at the dinner meeting. Budget
$70
Relay for Life Team. We will sponsor a team for the American Cancer Society
event to be held on June 10. This years theme is superheroes so we plan on
doing something relating to superheroes of the wildlife world. We need
volunteers to plan, set up, and staff our booth. Budget $100
Valentine NWR Map Reprint. We will update and print a new large scale map
of the refuge. The map is popular and we have sold out the first printing.
Budget $250

Budget $250

Changes Coming to the Sandhills Refuges
Major changes are coming to the Sandhills Refuges which include Ft. Niobrara,
Valentine, Seir, Crescent Lake, North Platte, and LaCreek National Wildlife
Refuges. The changes are outlined in the Region 6 Refuge Program
Realignment Decisions (available from the refuge office). Management
changes are being made all across the Mountain Prairie Region Refuges. The
time-line for the changes for our refuges is 2 to 3 years. A Sandhills Refuge
Collaborative will be created by combining the management of all the Sandhills
Refuges under one project leader. Cooperative community-based conservation
and partnerships will be emphasized.
Staff will likely be cut from already low levels. Unfortunately, the Sandhills
Refuges were not included in any priority areas in Region 6. We were the only
group of refuges not included. Facilities management, law enforcement,
biological monitoring, and fire management supervision and responsibilities
were all somewhat moved from the field to regional positions.

Refuge and Charities Partner to Feed the Needy
Fort Niobrara National Wildlife Refuge harvests elk from the confined herd each
year to keep the numbers within carrying capacity. The elk that are harvested
are thoroughly checked to monitor the herd’s health. Thirteen elk were culled
from the heard in December of 2016. Of these, three were given full
necropsies and disposed of on the refuge. South Dakota Sportsmen Against
Hunger sponsored five elk which were processed at Dan’s Last Shot in
Colome, SD and donated to the Mission, SD Food Pantry. Five elk were
processed at the Buck Stop in Valentine and donated to St. John’s Food
Pantry. Processing of four of these elk was paid for by the Valentine Rotary
Club. Processing of the fifth elk was paid for by the Cherry County Hospital
and Clinic Care Committee.

Spring is coming and the best show on the prairie will soon be showing. To get
tickets, click on the sharp-tail and watch the video!

Memberships
If your membership is current, thanks so much! If not, we would like to have
you as a member and help us support the Sandhills Refuges. To join, print and
fill out the form and send it in with a check for $10 made out to the Sandhills
Prairie Refuge Association, 39983 Refuge Road, Valentine, NE 69201.
Members and their families receive a 15% discount at our gift shop. We are a
501(c3) non-profit and memberships and donations are tax deductable.
Thanks for your support.
Name___________________________________
E-mail preferred, up to 5 can receive the newsletter via e-mail one one
membershjip.
1._______________________________________
2._______________________________________

3._______________________________________
4._______________________________________
5._______________________________________
Mailing address, if you want the newsletter delivered via the Postal Service
____________________________________________________________
________________________
Family Membership $10 _________ Additional Donation $_______

Mike Murphy is a member at large on the board of directors. Mike is director of the Middle
Niobrara.Natural Resource District. Mike enjoys hunting and fishing and spending time outdoors with his
wife and daughter.
Other Board Members are;
Mark Lindvall President
Mary Young Treasurer
Jennifer Hicks Secretary
Bill Stroup Member at Large
Wally Balliet Member at Large
Janet Grabher Member at Large
We have one vacancy on the board. Let us know if you are interested in serrving.
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