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National Wildlife Refuge Association 

The National Wildlife Refuge Association’s mission is to conserve America’s 
wildlife heritage for future generations through strategic programs that protect 
and enhance the National Wildlife Refuge System and the landscapes beyond its 
boundaries. 

Desiree Sorenson-Groves 
Vice-President of Government Affairs 
dgroves@refugeassociation.org, 202-417-3803 ex. 13 

Desiree directs the Refuge Association’s government affairs activities including development 
and execution of legislative and regulatory strategy; advocating policies and programs in 
Congress and the Executive Branch; analyzing legislation; development of congressional 
testimony and communication tools, including position papers, testimony, speeches and articles 
for publications. Desiree also Assists the Refuge Association president in implementation of 
strategic plans and goals of the organization. 

Prior to her current position, Desiree served as the Refuge Association’s director of grassroots 
outreach and was responsible for identifying, educating and mobilizing local conservation 
constituencies to support national wildlife refuges across the country with the goal of increasing 
community awareness, volunteer involvement and advocacy on behalf of the National Wildlife 
Refuge System. Before joining the Refuge Association, she was assistant director of grassroots 
for the National Audubon Society, where she also served as the Audubon representative on the 
Teaming With Wildlife Steering Committee, promoting the goals and objectives of the 
congressionally mandated State Wildlife Action Plans. 

An Iowa native, Desiree was born into politics, participating in four presidential caucuses, with 
more active roles in the presidential races of Gov’s. Dukakis in ’88, and Clinton in ’92. Desiree 
earned her B.A. in Geography from George Washington University. 

 

Joan Patterson  

Joan is the past Director of Grassroots Outreach at the National Wildlife Refuge Association. At 
the Association she was responsible for the daily interaction and communication with “Friends” 
including mobilizing “Friends” to support national wildlife refuges. She has been an active 
member of Friends organizations since 1995, first with the Friends of the Tualatin River NWR in 
Oregon working to acquire the resources that opened the refuge to the public and then with the 
Friends of the Potomac River Refuges in Northern Virginia. Joan currently serves on the board 
of the Friends of the Migratory Bird/Duck Stamp. 

 



Taylor Tench 
Government Affairs Associate 
ttench@refugeassociation.org, 772-532-9940 

As Government Affairs Associate, Taylor helps promote the Refuge Association and its public 
policy agenda to Capitol Hill and the Administration through work with refuge Friends 
organizations, ranchers, sportsmen and other appropriate organizations nationwide and in 
Washington, D.C. 

Taylor works to mobilize advocates to affect the outcome of legislation and public policy, and to 
build a bridge between lawmakers and their wildlife conservation constituency. 

Taylor graduated from Clemson University in 2015 with a B.S. degree in Biological Sciences. 
Originally from Vero Beach, Florida, Taylor enjoys traveling, fishing, and cheering the Tigers to 
victory on fall Saturdays. 

 
 
USFWS 
 
Biographical Sketch – Barry W. Stieglitz 

Barry was born in Boynton Beach, Florida in 1965.  He is married to his college 
sweetheart, and has three children.  Two boys were born in 1991 and 1995, respectively, and 
his daughter was born in 1993.  He is a cat lover, currently with three.  Barry is a SCUBA diver 
and snorkeler, avid reader, and recently started ocean kayaking. 

Barry earned his Bachelor of Science from the University of Georgia in Athens in 1987 
(Forest Resources with a concentration in Wildlife Management).  His senior dissertation 
concerned the endangered Florida panther.  He also earned a Master of Public Administration 
from American University in Washington, DC while working full time.  His Master’s paper was an 
action learning project on an employee development program for his agency’s Headquarters.  
He is a member of the national honor societies for public administration and political science, Pi 
Alpha Alpha and Phi Delta Gamma. 

Apart from two years working for the University of Georgia Police Department while in 
and shortly after his undergraduate program, Barry has worked his entire career with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service.  He began in Miami, FL as a Wildlife Inspector before transferring to 
the National Wildlife Refuge System program, where he has remained ever since.  Barry 
assumed positions of greater responsibility at the Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatchee National 
Wildlife Refuge in his birthplace, Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge in Awendaw, SC, and 
finally became a Project Leader for the Florida Keys National Wildlife Refuges in Big Pine Key, 
FL in 1995.  In his current position in Honolulu, HI, Barry manages 22 National Wildlife Refuges 
and 4 Marine National Monuments throughout the Pacific, including Hawaii, Guam, American 
Samoa, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and several US territories such as 
Midway Atoll. 

His various work assignments have included 10 years as a fully commissioned but 
collateral duty Federal law enforcement officer; a wildland firefighter; establishing a non-profit 
conservation education and advocacy group in the Florida Keys; co-chairing the Washington 
Office Diversity Committee; working with the National Wildlife Refuge System’s national 
Leadership Develop Council; authoring the National Wildlife Refuge System’s Centennial paper 
on leadership; three trips to the Republic of Georgia to provide technical assistance in the 



development of their protected areas system; one trip to the Republic of Maldives to provide 
technical assistance in the development of their protected areas system; two trips to the 
Republic of Indonesia to provide technical assistance in the development of their protected 
areas system; and numerous instructor assignments.  For instance, he was an instructor in the 
national Endangered Species Recovery Implementation course for 5 years; a speaker at the 
Refuge Management Academy since 1993; and a career speaker/advisor at the new employee 
Foundations course since 2004. 

His work interests have lead him to focus on issues related to endangered species recovery, 
marine and coral reef management, and employee and especially leadership development. He 
is a past coach for both the Service’s Stepping Up To Leadership and Advanced Leadership 
Development Program. 

Barry’s other certifications and recognition includes Certified Wildlife Biologist by The Wildlife 
Society; 1998 Environmentalist of the Year by Last Stand; Key to the City of Key West (1999); 
listing in the Who’s Who in Executives and Professionals (2006-2007); is an elected member of 
the board of The Wildlife Society Hawai‘i Chapter (2010); and has received 16 performance and 
other agency awards. 

 
 
Marguerite Hills 
 
Marguerite Hills had a 28-year career with the US Fish and Wildlife Service National Wildlife 
Refuge System, including positions of Refuge biologist at several Refuges, Deputy Project 
Leader for the California Condor Recovery Program, and Refuge Manager at Cypress Creek 
NWR in southern Illinois.  She moved to the Portland area in 2002 to serve as the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Regional Specialist on Refuge Friends groups, volunteers and visitor services, a 
position she held until leaving the Service in 2005. 

Marguerite currently has a consulting business providing expertise to the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service and non-profit community partner/Friends groups with growing strong partnerships, 
planning workshops, advises on Friends Partnership Agreements as well as organizational 
capacity building and strategic planning.  She facilitates planning retreats to help grow 
organizations, bringing people together, focusing discussion and resolving problems, planning 
strategically and producing work plans. For five years, she served as Executive Director for the 
Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge, a non-profit organization dedicated to building a 
volunteer and funding base to support education and habitat restoration projects on 
the Refuge. 
 
 


