
         

 

 
THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE ASSOCIATION partners with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Friends groups, private landowners, non-governmental organizations and other 
conservationists to conserve America’s wildlife heritage for future generations.  
 
We work in Washington, D.C. and around the nation to protect the integrity of America’s more 
than 560 wildlife refuges, as diverse as the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska to Vieques 
National Wildlife Refuge off the coast of Puerto Rico. We support the partnerships between the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Friends groups, private landowners, nongovernmental 
organizations and other refuge supporters to advance on-the-ground fish and wildlife 
conservation. 

 
REFUGE ASSOCIATION’S TOOLS & RESOURCES FOR FRIENDS:  

REFUGE ACTION NETWORK (RAN) 
Did you know that our lawmakers and government agencies help determine the fate of birds and 
wildlife that depend on the National Wildlife Refuge System? It's true! Yet each and every year, 
many of our laws fall short in protecting birds, other wildlife and our environment. The National 
Wildlife Refuge Association is working with lawmakers to see that they do more, and we need 
you to take action if we're going to be successful! 
 
That's why we've set up a special service, the Refuge Action Network, to give you an easy and 
convenient way to instantly communicate with your lawmakers on conservation issues that 
impact birds, wildlife and our shared environment. The Refuge Action Network (RAN) allows 
refuge advocates like you to make your voice heard on refuge issues by using this free service 
via the Internet. Become a member of the Refuge Action Network today! 
 
RAN subscribers also receive our monthly Flyer e-newsletter, which keeps you up-to-date 
on refuge issues on Capitol Hill and on NWRA activities. 
 
Sign up online at refugeassociation.org/action 
 
FRIENDS SUPPORT RESOURCES ON RefugeFriendsConnect.org  
RefugeFriendsConnect (RFC) is a website for Friends to: connect with each other, share your 
experiences, and learn from each other by providing support and encouragement. This website 
helps you and your group find inspiration, motivate others, and have the knowledge and skills to 
meet the challenges you face as you support wildlife conservation, your community, the local 
refuge, and the Refuge System. 

On this site you’ll find resources to expand your knowledge, a directory of all Friends, forums to 
pose questions and get advice, a calendar to share what you’re planning and see what others 
are doing, and news of what’s happening around the Refuge System — a place to do a bit of 
bragging. 

Your participation will make this site a valuable tool. So become a member, join in the 
discussions, and add content. Within the Friends community there is a vast amount of knowledge 



 

 

that when shared strengthens every individual, groups, and our collective effort to support wildlife 
conservation. 

To access the site go to RefugeFriendsConnect.org and apply for membership to access the 
Friends Directory and discussion forums. 

FACEBOOK GROUP: COALITION OF REFUGE FRIENDS AND ADVOCATES 
During the shutdown of 2013, Jim Nosler from the Friends of Balcones Canyonlands NWR, 
created a Facebook group to help Friends connect, share, vent shutdown frustrations, and 
promote ways to advocate for the Refuge System. The shutdown is over, but this Facebook 
group will live on. It provides Friends with another site to discuss the management of our 
nonprofit organizations and legislative issues. 

To join the group login into Facebook and search for Coalition of Refuge Friends and 
Advocates, click Join Group in the top-right corner of the group's page. A group administrator 
will respond to your request. 

FRIENDS AFFILIATE PROGRAM 
The Refuge Association is working to build a powerful national network of Friends and individuals 
to fight for the needs of the Refuge System. The Friends Affiliate Program is a way that Friends 
groups as a whole can stand together as a force for the Refuge System.  
 
The purpose of the Friends Affiliate Program is to: 
• Enhance communication among Friends groups in order to effectively inform and mobilize 

support for local and national refuge issues by becoming members of the Refuge 
Association’s Advocacy Network (RAN). 

• Provide Friends the tools to build effective relationships with their local and national 
representatives. 

• Build the Refuge Association's capacity as experienced and effective advocates for Friends, 
refuges and the Refuge System by sustaining its education, outreach and lobbying missions. 

 
There is no charge to become an Affiliate Friends Group.  
 
Pick up a Friends Affiliate form and join the more than 200 other Friends Groups across the 
country!  For more information, contact us at nwra@refugeassociation.org  
 
INSTANT ACCESS TO NWRA STAFF 
Want to know how your lawmaker voted on an issue important to the Refuge System--or perhaps 
you want the latest update on what’s happening in Washington D.C.?  Or maybe you need 
advice on recruiting new members to your Board or information about grant opportunities.  No 
matter what, you always have access to the expertise and knowledge of the Refuge Association 
staff.  No question is too small and if we don’t know the answer to one of your concerns, we’ll find 
someone who does!  Email us at nwra@refugeassociation.org and we’ll get back to you 
promptly! 

 
 


