
Now is a very exciting time for refuges. As Congress 
heads home for summer recess and with Refuge Week 
celebrations right around the corner, it is a great time 

to ask your elected officials to visit. Friends can and should invite 
elected officials to these events — it’s a wonderful way for them to 
show their support for their local refuge! However, with it being 
an election year, Friends need to be careful to make sure they are 
following all the rules. Below you will find the Do’s and Don’ts for 
inviting elected officials to your refuge during an election season. We 
are using U.S. Representatives and Senators as examples, but if you 
live in a state where state and local elections are also occurring, the 
same rules will apply.  
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DO:
•  Inform your sitting elected official that you are a non-profit, 

501(c)(3) organization: In the invitation, be sure to specify that 
your 501(c)(3) status prohibits your organization from endorsing 
or supporting any political candidate or party and as such, you 
would appreciate that they speak as your elected official and 
refrain from mentioning the election or their candidacy. 

•  Provide a short disclaimer at your event: If your elected 
officials attend your event and speak, give a short disclaimer 
when you introduce them such as: “We are the Friends of Blue 
Goose National Wildlife Refuge. As a nonprofit organization 
that works to promote and protect Blue Goose, we cannot and 
do not endorse or support any political candidate or party. We 
welcome Senator XXX to our refuge and our community as our 
elected official.” This should be said before each speaker who is an 
elected official. For instance, you may have a U.S. Senator, a U.S. 
Representative, and a state Senator. They can also be running for 
re-election but in this case, they are attending your event in an 
official capacity, not as a candidate. 

•  Provide equality (speaking time, audience, day, etc.) if you 
invite candidates who are not currently serving as elected 
officials: In some cases, you may be asked by a candidate for 
office if they can speak at your event or you may wish to invite 
candidates running for office to attend and speak at your event. 
This is legal and appropriate if you follow a simple rule. If you 
invite ONE candidate, ALL viable candidates must be invited 
and if they accept, they must be given equality: equal time to 
speak, the same crowd on the same day, etc. As with an elected 
official, use a short disclaimer when you introduce each candidate 
(a candidate may also be a sitting elected official).

DON’T:
•  Don’t forget to invite all viable candidates: If your Friends 

group decides to invite a candidate running for office then 
you need to invite all other viable candidates. The term 
“viable” can be tricky; for instance, it doesn’t have to be 
everyone running for a seat, but a candidate needs to have 
a certain level of viability. For instance, it could be a certain 
amount of money raised, or a certain amount of signatures 
garnered to get them on the ballot.

   Conversely, if you do invite a current Congressman or Senator, 
you don’t need to invite all other viable candidates because 
you are inviting them to your event for them to essentially do 
their job. 

•  Don’t lobby on Service Property — educate instead: It is 
important to get your elected officials out to refuges to 
understand how refuge Friends and Service volunteers are 
contributing valuable time and expertise that amplify federal 
taxpayer dollars. Remember, the only thing you cannot do 
according to the Service’s Friends Policy is lobby your elected 
officials while on Service property — but that doesn’t mean 
you can’t educate and inform them about issues when they are 
on the refuge!
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