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WILDLIFE CAMERA UPDATE 
 

Work is on-going to install a wildlife camera to give 
visitors and YouTube users an up-close view of the 
wildlife in and around Bluff Lake at the Sam D. Hamilton 
Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge.  It consists of a 
state-of-the-art PTZ (pan, tilt and zoom) camera from 
Axis Communication.  This camera features continuous 
360° pan with no mechanical stop for fast camera 
repositioning and smooth tracking of wildlife.  The 
camera can capture detail in both very bright and dark 
areas of a scene.  It also has an electronic image 
stabilization feature for better video in vibrating 
conditions.  The camera is paired with a weather-proof 
microphone to provide audio.  Power will come from a 
dual solar panel system with battery backup.  All this 
will be mounted somewhere on a pole in Bluff Lake. 
 
The camera will beam the video and audio to the 
Visitor Center where a computer will put it on a 
monitor and out to YouTube.  The picture on YouTube 
will not be as clear as at the Visitor Center due to the 
restraints of the internet service provider.  The Friends 
were very fortunate to have Jim Tipton working with us 
to get the provider to be compatible with the camera 
system.  
 
Jim has experience and knowledge of remote camera 
systems and is currently checking the Friends’ setup for 
any problems.  A dedicated computer has been 
ordered, and when it arrives, plans are to get all the 
equipment mounted and connected for a dry run.   
 
We are looking forward to when the system will be up 
and running and everyone can see, up close, the egret 
rookery and other wonderful wildlife found at the Sam 
D. Hamilton Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge. 

Submitted by Tom Gregory 
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 It was my great honor to have attended the Annual 
Volunteer Award Banquet held on April 26, cooperatively 
between the Maroon Volunteer Center and Starkville 
Volunteers.  Each year these two groups recognize 
individual volunteers and volunteer groups for their 
efforts.   It was amazing to see the large hall within the 
MSU Colvard Student Union filled with individuals that do 
so much for our community.  Many volunteers were 
recognized for their hundreds of hours of time they have 
provided, including our own Dalton Anthony, Manager of 
the Friends Nature Store.  He graciously accepted his 
plaque and certificate along with a fairly large group of 
others.  Returning to his seat, he could not relax and enjoy 
the cheese cake that awaited him.  The ceremony moved 
on to the big honors now.  Dalton was two bites into 
dessert when the ceremony for the Starkville Volunteer of 
the Year began.  The speaker began with a description of 
the person and how much he meant to our community.  
Dalton began to recognize this person as himself and 
thoughts of cheese cake faded.  With each word, I too 
began to increase in pride that I was there with Dalton as 
he received this honor.  Soon the description of the winner 
was over, and the name “Mr. Dalton Anthony” was 
officially announced as the Starkville Volunteer of the 
Year.  Dalton stood and received his honor.  Jennifer, his 
daughter, wiped tears from her eyes, and I beamed with 
the pride of knowing how much Dalton deserved this 
recognition.  It was truly was a special event.   
 
Congratulations Dalton, from all of us!  

Submitted by Steve Reagan 

Mr. Dalton Anthony – Starkville 
Volunteer of the Year 

 

Pictured: Dalton Anthony (left) with his 

daughter Jennifer Barnette 

Go to http://www.friends-of-noxubee-refuge.org/ to view a 30-

second Refuge promotion from WCBI. 



  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

From the FONR President– Bob Fuller 
 

 

 

 

Refuge Manager Steve Reagan’s Reflections 
 

 

 

Thanks to all our loyal and dedicated 
Friends members!  We are so fortunate 
to have this 48,000+ acre sanctuary in 
our community, and your support helps 
our local national wildlife refuge.  With 
what happened earlier this year at 
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge in 
Burns, Oregon, our public lands need 

 

Many of you ask how the new entrance 
fee program is going.  It has been just 
over six months since the Refuge 
initiated the new fee.   As hunters and 
fisherman know, fees on the Refuge are 
nothing new, and these traditional users 
have been impacted by fees since the 
early days.  From the 1940’s to the  

1970’s, the Refuge had a fishing fee.  More recently there 
have been deer and waterfowl hunt permit fees.  The 
revenue generated from these programs helped offset 
the amount of base funding used for hosting these 
opportunities.  However, with down-sizing of federal 
budgets, the Refuge’s base financial support has been 
reduced by 45% since 2010.  Also with time, the Refuge’s 
user groups have changed.  Traditionally, Refuge users 
were mainly tied to hunting and fishing opportunities.  In 
1970, 80% of the Refuge’s 84,000 visits were associated 
with these uses.  Today, the Refuge receives 220,000 
visits, and only 20% are associated with hunting and 
fishing.  The vast majority of users visit the Refuge for 
connecting with nature and wildlife observation and 
photography.   The big change is that the new entrance 
fee is directed at all users with the revenue going toward 
the maintenance and improvement of all of the Refuge’s 
many public use related amenities.  As part of the 
Recreational Fee Program, 80% of the fee money returns 
directly to the Refuge in support of its public use 
programs.  The Refuge’s public use brochure and website 
describes in detail how the Entrance Pass functions but 
the general concept is that each carload of people visiting 
the Refuge is required to be covered by an Entrance Pass.  
Entrance Passes come in the form of a one-time Daily 
Pass or various yearly or lifetime passes.  Since 
September, 2015, the Refuge has issued 1,416 yearly or 
lifetime passes.  It has also issued 757 daily passes.  At the 
current time, user compliance with the pass system is 
estimated at about a 35% and, along with the deer and 
waterfowl permits, has generated approximately $37,000 
of which approximately $30,000 will return to the Refuge.  
To avoid reductions in public use opportunities and 
amenities, the Refuge’s fee program needs to generate 
approximately $80,000 yearly.  The new fee is helping and 
we appreciate everyone’s participation.  Already, we have 
improved some of our signage, increased litter patrols, 
and continue to improve and repair Refuge roads.  With 
this summer, we plan to continue construction within the 
picnic area to establish a Connecting People with Nature 
Trail with interpretive pavilions between the Bluff Lake 
boat launch area and the visitor center.  The ultimate goal 
is to have the area be the start to a 7-mile improved-
surface trail system that loops Loakfoma Lake.  Overall, 
the fee program is going fairly well, and with time we will 
continue to work to maintain and improve the Refuge’s 
many public use amenities. 
 

 

your support and help more than ever.  Did you know 
that the federally funded operating budget of Sam D. 
Hamilton Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge is 49% of 
what it was once?  It is imperative that we step-up to fill 
in the breach created from these budget cuts.  The 
Friends of Noxubee Refuge helps fund a part-time 
volunteer coordinator who has been instrumental in 
bringing volunteers to the Refuge to help fill these gaps.  
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the 
Refuge office. 
 

In spite of the gloomy federal budget, there are great 
things happening at our refuge.  Check out the Nature 
Store in the Visitor Center.  Thanks to the efforts of 
several Friends, especially Dalton Anthony and Florence 
Box, the store has been re-stocked with many new items.  
All proceeds from purchases in the Nature Store go to the 
Friends of the Noxubee Refuge.  Check out the Canoe 
Days, which are sponsored by our Friends group and 
volunteers.  Canoe Days take place the third Saturday of 
each month beginning at 9 in the morning and ends at 3.  
The canoes and kayaks are placed into Bluff Lake next to 
the Cypress Boardwalk at the Doyle Arm.  The canoes and 
kayaks are provided free to the public by the Refuge and 
the Friends group, but donations to the Friends of 
Noxubee Refuge are encouraged.  Check out the many 
trails on the Refuge.  With the changing of each season, 
these trails are transformed with many varieties of native 
wildflowers, insects, birds, reptiles, and mammals.  Also, 
check out the beautiful drives, either by bike or 
automobile, especially Bluff Lake Road, which was 
designated by the Mississippi Department of 
Transportation as the Noxubee Hills Scenic Byway.  The 
Byway goes from Mississippi Highway 25 in the hills of 
the Tombigbee National Forest, passes the historic 
church of Betheden Lutheran Church on what once was 
the old Robinson Road.  It continues down scenic Bevill 
Hill, near the Scattertown Trail, into the flatwoods to 
Bluff Lake, and through the prairie to U.S. Highway 45 in 
Brooksville. Check out these and more assets in your 
wildlife refuge, the Sam D. Hamilton Noxubee National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

 

Again, thank you for being a Friend of Noxubee Refuge.  
Your support and efforts, including your visits, to our 
refuge are greatly appreciated.  

 
 

 

Check out the virtual trails at http://130.18.140.19/noxubee 

http://130.18.140.19/noxubee/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Noxubee Nature Series  
June 2 - 6:30 p.m. 

Tisdale Auditorium  
Noxubee Visitor Center 

 
Rob Meyer will present "The Spatial and Trophic Ecology 
of the Southern Flying Squirrel and Deterrent Methods." 
Rob is a graduate student under Dr. Scott Rush in the 
Forestry Wildlife and Fisheries Department at MSU. 
 
The quarterly meeting will be in the Tisdale Auditorium of 
the Sam D. Hamilton Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge. 
The meeting is open to the public, and there is no charge. 
Light refreshments and a social time will follow the 
presentation.  
 

A new T-shirt design is on sale in the Nature Store.  

There are several colors in sizes S, M, L, XL, and even 

a few 2X.  The artwork was by Kathryn Hunter one of 

our previous Artist-in-Residence.  
Submitted by Andrea Dunstan 

 

FREE! 

 
 

 

 

 
Black-bellied whistling ducks photographed by Regina  Snow 

at Doyle Arm.  This species is a rare visitor to the area. 

Thanks to Starkville Rotary Club 
 

The Starkville Rotary Club has donated $300 to 

Friends.  The donation was made to help fund the 

salary of the Volunteer Coordinator position.  

Funding the position is a major goal of Friends.  The 

Friends board thanks Starkville Rotary for their 

support. 
Submitted by Larry Box 

 

 

 

To register contact Andrea_Dunstan@fws/gov.  For 

questions, call 662-323-5548, Extension 226. 

  

FoNR Photography Contest 
 

When you receive this newsletter, there is still plenty 
of time to visit the Refuge with your camera and take 
photographs of the wildlife and scenery to enter in 
the 2016  Photography Contest.  The Contest Rules 
and Entry Form are available on the FoNR website 
(www.friends-of-noxubee-refuge.com). Briefly, the 
photos must be taken by amateurs on Noxubee 
Refuge within the period Sept. 1, 2015-Sept. 1, 2016, 
and submitted with the entry form by 4 pm on Sept. 
15, 2016.  There are two categories: youth (under 16) 
and adult (16 and older.)  The entries will be displayed 
in the Visitor Center, judged by professional 
photographers, and winners will be announced and 
prizes awarded during Refuge Week on Saturday, 
Sept. 24.  This is an excellent opportunity for 
participants in FoNR’s recent Photography Workshop 
to practice what they learned.  

Submitted by Lawrence Croft 

 

Maggie Kenna 

has filled the 

Volunteer 

Coordinator  

position that is 

being partially 

supported by 

donations made 

to FONR. 

NATURE STORE 

http://www.friends-of-noxubee-refuge.com/


 
 
 
 
Gerald McKibben made a one-
and-a-half size model of an Ivory-
billed Woodpecker and donated it 
to the Refuge during the last 
membership meeting.  Refuge 
Manager Steve Reagan placed it in 
the woods around the Visitor 
Center 
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dedicated to conserving our natural resources through 
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 Visit https://www.facebook.com/groups/FriendsofNoxubeeRefuge, or http://www.friends-of-noxubee-refuge.org. 
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Contributions to this newsletter were made by B. 

Fuller, L. Box, F. Box, J. Mulrooney, T. Gregory, S. 

Reagan, A. Dunstan, L. Croft, R. Snow, B. Parker, and  
G. Cotton 

 

 
 
Gerald McKibben made a 
one-and-a-half size model of 
an Ivory-billed Woodpecker 
and donated it to the Refuge 
during the last membership 
meeting.  Refuge Manager 
Steve Reagan placed it in the 
woods around the Visitor 
Center. 

 

 
Bob Fuller, Steve Reagan, Barbara 

Fedeler, Volunteer Thomas Kroot, and 

Diana Lyons representing Starkville Area 

Arts Council. 

 

Artist-in-Residence, Barbara 
Fedeler (center) donated a 
charcoal drawing of cypress trees 
in Bluff Lake to the Refuge.  The 
drawing is on display at the 
Refuge Visitor Center. 
 
 

 

 

ART DONATIONS 

 

HAVEYAEVER? 
 

 
 

Photographer Bill Parker posted this pic on the 

Friends’ Facebook page.  This mushroom has 

many names: red rocket, dog stinkhorn, elegant 

stinkhorn, devil’s dipstick, etc.  Have you ever 

seen one of these? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mutinus_elegans  

 

Artist-in-Residence Status 
 

Artist Elin DeJong left May 1, and Kara VonKanel, a Student 
Artist, coming in on April 23rd.  This has been a very successful 
program for the Refuge and the artists. 
 

http://www.friends-of-noxubee-refuge.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mutinus_elegans

