
“Ding” Darling Wildlife Society, Sanibel, Florida
November, 2010

 

Dear <Name,>

Today, people of all ages are captivated not by nature, but by the virtual world of PS3, Wii, Facebook, IPODs, 

Twitter and other forms of social media.  Children spend less than 4 minutes a day in unstructured outdoor play and 

more than 6 hours each day in front of a computer or television.  Technology has been good in many ways, but we 

all need more than screen time in our lives.  

From listening to the sound of the wind through the trees, the bellowing of frogs after a light rain, manatees lolling 

in the back bay, roseate spoonbills swooping down for an afternoon rest, or just the feel of sun on our face.  . .  none 

of this can be improved through technology.  

The impact of the refuge is far reaching, as it touches everyone in a unique and special way.  People like “Beth” who 

came with her family from New York City, where her understanding of the outdoors was what she saw on television 

or along the concrete sidewalks and playgrounds at school.  Central Park was not a place they visited often, and her 

idea of nature was not what she experienced when coming to the “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge (NWR).  

 

Beth experienced something real.  From the pink Roseate Spoonbills to the Osprey screaming overhead hunting for 

dinner to the butterfly landing on her shoulder.  Beth and her family had an experience they will never forget. It is 
our hope they learned the value of conservation and protection of our lands and waters.  

The dedicated staff and volunteers of the “Ding” Darling Refuge are driven by a commitment to restore and 

conserve our natural habitats.  They also educate people of all ages about conservation and protection of endangered 

species, migratory birds and the other amazing animals who add so much to our lives.  

But dedication needs partners to succeed.  They need the support of everyone who has experienced and been awed 

by the wildlife who share our corner of the world.  You see, government funding covers only a small portion of 

what it costs to manage a refuge the size of “Ding” Darling NWR.  As a result, wildlife refuges depend on “Friends” 

groups such as the “Ding” Darling Wildlife Society to help provide financial and volunteer support.   Without this 
support, refuges would be forced to cut back on programs.

J.N. “Ding” Darling was a man ahead of his time and I hope you will continue his legacy by making a gift to support 

the Refuge named in his honor.  Your past support has been so appreciated and made a real difference.  I hope you 

will consider a year-end gift which will help inspire people of all ages to love, respect and protect nature. 

Sincerely,

Jim Scott, Board President

P.S.   Please make your tax-deductible gift today.  Private support has helped fund school trips; purchase research 

equipment, fund wildlife interns, provide educational programming, scholarships to budding environmentalists and 

build new trails and boardwalks.  None of this would be possible without gifts from people like you.


